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An Introduction to CBCB & CBCB  Secretariat
(The Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Bangladesh)

We are very pleased to present you the first issue of CBCB Newsletter, the long waited bulletin of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Bangladesh. I take this privilege of introducing CBCB to you all. It is located at 24/C Asad Avenue, Mohammedpur. You may be aware of the fact that the assembly of the Catholic Bishops of Bangladesh is named “The Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Bangladesh” (CBCB). The conference is established in order that the Catholic Bishops in Bangladesh in collegial spirit can as a council jointly exercise their office in all matters related to the life and mission of the Church in Bangladesh.  Therefore, the conference is meant to facilitate common policy and action in matters that affect or are liable to affect the interests of the Catholic Church in Bangladesh, and to be of service to the country at large. It will act with a view to promoting the greater good which the Church offers to all peoples, especially through forms and programs of the apostolate which are fittingly adapted to local circumstances and to the needs of the times. 

Having belonged to the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Pakistan earlier, the Bishops of Bangladesh established their own Conference, called “The Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Bangladesh” (CBCB) in 1971. As a small Conference it was able to carry out its activities with the very minimum structures. Most of the activities of the Conference were handled by the Secretary General through his own office in his diocese, while meetings of the Conference were being held at the Archbishop’s House in Dhaka. 

During these early years as the Conference and its Commissions and Institutions carried on their ever-growing activities it was felt that some Pastoral Planning for the Church be done and that structural set-up be better organized toward a much more coordinated and fruitful work of the Conference. To do this end, a National Centre for Pastoral based at Banani Major Seminary functioned during 1980. In the mid-80’s a Pastoral Plan was developed as well as indications for Action Plan, which also called for organized office set-up.

Following this in 1990 the CBCB decided to establish its own secretariat on the property at Mohammedpur. While work on the building progressed, the CBCB appointed a Deputy Secretary General, who began initial secretariat work of the CBCB at the Archbishop’s House towards the end of 1995. The CBCB Secretariat building at Mohammedpur was ready by early 1996 and was inaugurated on May 30, 1996.

We express our thanks and gratitude to Fr. Patrick Gomes of Rajshahi diocese who worked for CBCB as Deputy Secretary General and later Fr. Tapan D’Rozario also worked as Assistant Secretary General of CBCB. Our heart-felt thanks and gratitude to Bishop Theotonius Gomes CSC who served CBCB for almost 20 years as Secretary General. 

Bishop Moses Costa CSC of Dinajpur and Fr. Subroto Boniface Gomes took over charge of CBCB Secretariat in July 2007 as Secretary General and Assistant Secretary General. 

Through this newsletter we would like to communicate with you the activities of the Bishops, Bishops’ Conference, Episcopal Commissions, CBCB Secretariat / Centre in general. In another word, any news related with CBCB. 

CBCB Meeting:

The Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Bangladesh (CBCB) meeting was held at the CBCB Centre on February 27 – 29, 2008. Archbishop Paulinus Costa and all other bishops were present in the meeting. The main discussion of the meeting was the preparation for Ad Limina Visit of the Bishops in Rome in June this year. Responsibilities were divided among the Bishops of what they would like to put forward while they visit different dycasteries in Rome. Among other important discussions were Caritas matters, World Youth Day, Education matters, Centenary of Ecumenical Movement, Major Seminary matters, Marriage tribunal and CBCB Secretariat. Msgr. Kurian Mathew Vayalunkal, charge d’affairs also came to address the Bishops. It may be mentioned that Mgsr. Kurian came twice already as charge d’affairs in CBCB Meeting. He updated the Bishops on various changes in Roman Curia and on the consecration of Archbishop-elect Joseph Marino, new nuncio to Bangladesh. The new nuncio will be consecrated on March 29 in Albama, USA and is expected to arrive in Bangladesh as the representative of the Holy Father in the beginning of May. Archbishop-elect Joseph has cordially invited the bishops to attend his consecration. He would expect at least a bishop from Bangladesh representing the conference of Catholic Bishops. 

Bishop Moses Costa to USA representing CBCB:

Archbishop-elect Joseph Marino, the new nuncio to Bangladesh was consecrated on March 29 in Alabama, USA.  Bishop Moses Costa, Bishop of Dinajpur and Secretary General of CBCB on behalf of CBCB attended the consecration on March 29 and preached at the thanksgiving mass the next day. It may be mentioned that a group of Bangladeshi-American of North Carolina also attended this great event and congratulated the new Nuncio. Later on Bishop Moses Costa CSC visited some of his friends and relatives in Canada. He left for the United States on Easter Monday March 24, 2008 and returned to Dhaka on April 16.

Meeting of the Episcopal Bodies with the Bishops:

Like other years in the past, this year too, the all day long general assembly of the secretaries of the Episcopal bodies of CBCB was held with the bishops on March 29, 2005. All the bishops, secretaries / directors or nominated representatives, a member from the commission and another member representing the desk were present in the meeting. There are 13 Episcopal commissions and one Episcopal organization, namely Caritas Bangladesh. The secretary of each commissions report the annual activity of the commission, present the annual plan in the assembly, also share on the problems and the challenges they faces and solution envisioned. The reports were all summarized and presented on multimedia. Later on general discussion took place on the reports and activities of the Episcopal commissions. The Episcopal Commissions are headed by:

Episcopal Commission for Liturgy & Prayer

· Chairman: Bishop Ponen P. Kubi CSC

· Secretary: Fr. Patrick Gomes

Episcopal Commission for Justice & Peace

· Chairman: Bishop Patrick D’Rozario CSC

· Secretary: Fr. Albert T. Rozario

Episcopal Commission for Social Communication

· Chairman: Bishop Gervas Rozario

· Secretary: Fr. Kamal A. Corraya

Episcopal Commission for Christian Education

· Chairman: Bishop Theotonius Gomes CSC

· Secretary: Fr. Benjamin Costa CSC

Episcopal Commission for Health Care

· Chairman: Bishop Theotonius Gomes CSC

· Secretary: Fr. Francesco Rapacioli PIME

Episcopal Commission for Laity

· Chairman: Bishop Patrick D’Rozario CSC

· Secretary: Mr. Atul Francis Sarkar

Episcopal Commission for Seminary

· Chairman: Bishop Moses Costa CSC

· Secretary: Fr. Gabriel Corraya

Episcopal Commission for Clergy & Religious

· Chairman: Bishop Gervas Rozario

· Secretary: Sr. Mary Dipti SMSA

Episcopal Commission for Youth

· Chairman: Bishop Moses Costa CSC

· Secretary: Fr. Patrick S. Gomes

Episcopal Commission for Family

· Chairman: Bishop Ponen P. Kubi CSC

· Secretary: Fr. David S. Gomes

Episcopal Commission for Catechetical & Biblical Apostolate

· Chairman: Bishop Bejoy D’Cruze OMI

· Secretary: Fr. Pio Mattevi SX

Episcopal Commission for Christian Unity & Inter-religious Dialogue

· Chairman: Bishop Bejoy D’ Cruze OMI

· Secretary: Fr. James Cruze CSC

Episcopal Commission for Evangelization & PMS

· Chairman: Archbishop Paulinus Costa

· Secretary: Fr. Tapon C. D’Rozario

Episcopal Organization: Caritas Bangladesh

· Chairman: Bishop Theotonius Gomes CSC

· Executive Director: Dr. Benedict Alo D’Rozario 

Postal Address of Episcopal Commissions

CBCB Centre

24/C Asad Avenue

Mohammedpur, Dhaka – 1207 

Bangladesh

Tel: (0088-02) 9123108, 9127339

E mail: sbgomes@dhaka.net  , cbcbsec@yahoo.com
www.cbcbsec.org
Postal Address of Episcopal Organization

Caritas Bangladesh

2, Outer Circular Road

P.O. Box – 994

Shantibagh, Dhaka – 1217

Tel: (0088-02) 8315405-9, 8315641

Fax (0088-02) 8314993

E mail: cbgeneral@caritasbd.org
CBCB Secretariat:

CBCB Coordinating committee has been formed with the following members: Bishop Moses Costa csc, Fr. Gabriel Corraya, Sr. Mary Dipti SMRA, Mr. Atul Francis Sarkar, Mr. Bimol James Costa, Ms. Arpa Kujur & Fr. Subroto B. Gomes. A meeting of the Coordinating committee was held on April 24 at CBCB Centre. The main discussion of the meeting was follow up of the meeting of the Episcopal bodies with the Bishops. An Editorial Board has been formed to bring out the CBCB Newsletter with Fr. Anton Rex OMI, Mr. Atul Francis Sarkar, Mr. Raphael Palma & Fr. Subroto B. Gomes. A lady or a nun may be co opted later. 

The CBCB web site is progressing. A contract has been signed with Twister Media for design and developing the web site. The new web site of CBCB is: www.cbcbsec.org
CBCB Centre Management Committee: CBCB Centre Management committee has been formed with Mr. Sebastian Rozario, Ms. Dora D’Rozario, Bro. Francis Folia CSC, Mr. Bikash Gomes and Fr. Subroto B. Gomes. The first meeting of the committee was held to discuss to find out the ways and means to make the centre more effective. Some regular spiritual programs are recommended for the staff of the centre. 

PMS National Director to Rome

Fr. Tapan D’Rozario, National Director of PMS and Secretary of Episcopal Commission for Evangelization left for Rome, Italy on May 8 to attend the Annual Superior Meeting. He will be back by the end of May.  
Recently PMS distributed 2500 copies of Gitaboli to the animators of Holy Childhood in six dioceses. 

Education Commission: 

January 30 – February 2, 2008: The Episcopal Commission for Christian Education organized a seminar at CBCB Centre, Mohammedpur for all the Headmaster of Catholic Schools and the members of diocesan and national Education commission. The purpose of this seminar was to make them aware of the social teaching of the Church and a new national student assessment system. The theme of the seminar was ‘Integrated Education to Transform Society.’ Bishop Patrick D’Rozario gave a presentation on the “Rules and Regulations for Management of Catholic Educational Institutions.” Three government officials of Board of Education conducted sessions on School Based Assessment (SBA) Archbishop Paulinus Costa DD was present as chief guest for the opening session and Md. Momtajul Islam, honorable secretary to Education Ministry was present as chief guest for the closing ceremony. Msgr. Kurian Mathew Vala.. Charge d’affaires of Vatican Embassy celebrated the Eucharist with 15 priests concelebrating. The participants had an occasion to join the pilgrimage of St. Anthony of Padua held at Panjora. Then they all moved to Holy Cross Centre, Bhadun for a day of recollection. Bishop Theotonius Gomes CSC, auxiliary bishop of Dhaka and Chairman of Episcopal Commission for Education gave two talks. They all spent time in silence to interiorize their vocation as teachers. Fr. Benjamin Costa CSC, Fr. Bokul S. Rozario CSC and Sr. Mary Dipti SMRA also conducted sessions on various aspects of the social teaching. The Commission awarded a good number of local and foreign missionaries / teachers for their outstanding contribution over 40 years in the field of education in Bangladesh. Special awards were also given to St. Placid’s High School, Chittagong and St. Gregory’s High School, Dhaka for their 150 and 124 years of servicve respectively. 

Symposium on Culture for South Asian Region by Pontifical Council for Culture:

A 4 member delegation (Bishop Theotonius Gomes CSC, Fr. Joseph Marandy, Fr. Peter Rema and Mr. Subal L. Rozario) attended a symposium arranged by the Pontifical Commission for Culture held in Nepal from April 29 – May 3. Bishop Theotonius Gomes also presented a paper on behalf of Catholic Church in Bangladesh in the symposium. The symposium was held at St. John Mary Vianney Pastoral Centre, Godawari, Kathmundu. From six countries – Pakistan, Srilanka, India, Bangladesh and Myanmar of South Asia, thirty seven representatives which includes two Archbishops (one from Yangoon, Myanmar, one from Guwahatti, India), one bishop (from Bangladesh), 26 priests, three Sisters, four layman and one laywoman attended the symposium. 

The ultimate goal of the symposium was to implement effectively the inculturation of the Gospel values and faith in all local cultures and evangelization of all local cultures to liberate them from all what is sinful, unjust, inhuman to what is just, true, holy and sublimely worth human dignity. To achieve this goals, the Catholic Cultural Centre in all countries will minister as vehicles to enhance and preserve all the positive cultural values of their nations and races through inculturation of the faith and inter cultural dialogue amidst the globalization and transformation of the cultures. 

The symposium consisted of (a) inputs given by resource persons of the countries represented on their respective people’s cultural values and (b) workshops on a given particular issues to be dealt with and (c) common discussion for further enlightenment on the issues in search for answer. In the final statement the following points were emphasized:

(1) To commit the Catholic Cultural Centre obligingly to inculturation, evangelization of cultures and intercultural dialogue;

(2) Learn the language of the people to be efficient in communication with the peoples;

(3) Celebrate with other peoples the common cultural festivals;

(4) Form the personnel on the cultural treasures and values of other people;

(5) Go to people for intercultural dialogue instead of writing for others to come to us, make good use of peoples folklore mythologies, proverbs etc. to infuse Gospel values. 

(6) Have research works into the local cultures and world views as foundation for Gospel cultures encounter.

(7) Facilitate cultural self-critique in various communities in view of evangelization of cultures. Identify oppressive elements in culture and promote life-giving Gospel values. 

(8) Have net-work in inter-diocesan Catholic cultural centre. 

(9) Have science-religion dialogue among the intellectuals. 

(10) Establishment of Catholic cultural centre in the diocese where there isn’t yet established and the formation of personnel in the field of inter-cultural dialogue is the need of the hour. 

Conclusion:

On the day of arrival Bishop Anthony Sharma, Vicar Apostolic of Nepal and the host of the symposium and Most Rev. Bernard Ardurs, secretary of the Pontifical Council for Culture gave welcome speeches to the delegates. On the concluding day Bishop Sharma was also present to wish farewell and success in the ministry to all the delegates. Among the dignitaries and resource persons who could not attend the symposium were Apostolic Nuncio to India and Nepal and Fr. John Locke SJ. The symposium ended on 2nd May with mass presided over by Archbishop Thomas Menanparambil of Guwahatti Archdiocese, India.  (Thanks to Fr. Peter Rema)

Ad Limina Visit
Archbishop and all other bishops will leave in the first week of June (June 6) for Rome, Italy to attend the Ad Limina Visit. Ad Limina visits are being held after five years. Prior to the visit the bishops report to Rome the situation and activities of the respective dioceses. The bishops will visit different offices of Pontifical Council and will meet the Holy Father altogether and individually. After the Ad Limina, a few bishops will visit the friends, relatives and donors in Europe and America.

Final Preparatory Meeting for Ad Limina
All the Bishops met on May 23 at CBCB to study together the final preparation of Ad Limina visit. 

Christian Communities Program

CCP, under the Episcopal Commission for Laity arranged a national workshop at BCR (Bangladesh Conference of Religious) Centre, Savar for those involved in building Basic Christian Communities on February 21 – 22, 2008. The theme of the workshop was Word of God and a Society of Faith. 38 delegates attended the workshop from six dioceses of Bangladesh. The resource persons of the workshop were:  Bro. John Rozario, Frs. Sebastian Tudu, Kamal Corraya, Albin Gomes and Sr. Aroti SMRA. The delegates had an opportunity to visit Baraca, a rehabilitation centre for the drug addicts. Bishop Theotonius Gomes CSC present for the inaugural mass and he solemnly opened the program whereas Msgr. Kurian Mathew Valayan.. was present as chief guest for the closing ceremony. 

Visit to Sidr Affected area:

Bishop Theotonius Gomes CSC, president of Caritas Bangladesh paid a visit to Sidr affected areas of Kalapara and Kuakata and other places under Caritas Barisal Region  on February 3 – 5, 2008. Bishop Theotonius Gomes CSC was accompanied by Dr. Benedict Alo D’Rozario, Fr. Richard Timm CSC and Fr. Kamal Corraya. The main thrust of the visit was to witness the post-cyclone rehabilitation activities. During the visit they distributed relief goods to the affected people of those areas. 

New Nuncio arrives in Bangladesh:

Archbishop Joseph Marino, the new nuncio arrived in Dhaka on May 3. Upon his arrival at the airport, he was received by Archbishop Paulinus Costa DD, Archbishop of Dhaka and president of CBCB. Among others present at the airport were: Fr. Kamal Corraya, Bro. Benoy S. Gomes CSC, Sr. Mary Dipti SMRA & Col (Retd.) Joseph Anil Rozario. Later on a colorful reception was accorded to the new nuncio at the nunciature which included dance, tribal dance, song and speeches. Different organizations and religious congregations also welcomed him with flowers and garland. 

Visit of the Nuncio to CBCB Centre
Archbishop Joseph Marino paid a visit to CBCB Centre to address the Bishops as they prepare for the Ad Limina visit. It may be mentioned that this is his first visit to CBCB Centre and first time meeting the Bishops of Bangladesh together. 
Devotional Dance by EC – for Liturgy and Prayer
Episcopal Commission for Liturgy and Prayer arranged a devotional dance seminar at CBCB Centre on April 3, 2008.  62 Representatives from six dioceses attended this special seminar. Among the participants were Bishop Theotonius Gomes CSC, Bishop Ponen P. Kubi CSC, Bishop Linus Gomes SJ and members of Liturgy and Prayer commission. Dr. Fr. Saju George SJ from India conducted the seminar. He mentioned that liturgical dance should be devotional. Hence gesture, movement, dress, ornaments, costume are to be considered. There was a demonstration of devotional dance by all the participants. 
FABC Standing Committee Meeting:

Archbishop Paulinus Costa DD, president of CBCB attended the FABC (Federation of Asian Bishops’ Conference) Standing Committee meeting in Bangkok, Thailand. It may be mentioned that all the presidents of Episcopal Conferences in Asia are the members of FABC Standing Committee. 
Family Commission:

A workshop was held organized by the Episcopal commission for Family to discuss the challenges facing due to migration and mixed marriage at CBCB Centre. All realized that it is a crucial time and all should extend helping hands to the migrant families and pastoral care to the mixed marriage. 

Episcopal Commission for Youth, Bangladesh
Fourth National Christian Cricket Tournament 2008

With great joy the Episcopal Commission for Youth, which is responsible mainly for the formation of the Christian youths of the country, organized the Fourth National Christian Cricket Tournament – 2008, beginning from 11 February till 08 March at Notre Dame College playground. The theme for the tournament this year was: "Holy Spirit, give us joy to share it with others (Ò‡Zvgvi Avb›` mnfvwMZvi D`viZv `vI, ‡n cweÎ AvZ¥v"|)." The inspiration for choosing this theme has come from the message of the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI to the Youth on the occasion of the forthcoming World Youth Day 2008: “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses” (Acts 1:8). The opening match between TNR (Toomilia-Nagari-Rangamatia) and Bonpara was formally inaugurated by the Auxiliary Bishop of Dhaka Archdiocese Most Reverend Theotonius Gomes, CSC as the Chief Guest at 9:00 am and Rev. Msgr. Kurian Matthew Vayalunkal, Charge the Affairs of the Apostolic Nunciature in Dhaka, was the Special Guest in the ceremony.
Our proximate objectives were:
•  to hunt for the Christian cricket heroes from all over the country;

•  to inspire them be introduced to the cricket-environment in the national level; 

• through this tournament, the Commission intended to cultivate in the youths the Christian and religious values; each match either began or ended with a small prayer, addressing the Holy Spirit 

Our remote objective was:

To share the concern of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Bangladesh (CBCB) for the holistic formation of the youths of the country with  lay volunteers, both Christians and non-Christians, and also with the Christian Youths.

14 teams took part in this “Knock Out System” tournament. The following was the fixture for the tournament:

Fixture

A  










 B

First Round

*  1. 11.02.2008  
TNR



VS
   
  Bonpara

+  2. 12.02.2008  
Don Bosco Students’ Home
VS

  Don’t Mind Boys

*  3. 15.02.2008  
Borni



VS

  Mathis House

#  4. 15.02.2008  
Mathurapur


VS

  Jubo Ekadosh

*  5. 16.02.2008  
Notre Dame College

VS

  CYAT

#  6. 16.02.2008  
Narikel Bari


VS

  Martin Hall

Querter Finals

+  1. 27.02.2008
Hashnabad  (Winner 2007)   VS    Bonpara        W m 1 (11.02.2008)

+  2. 28.02.2008
Doripara (Runner Up 2007)  VS    DMB            W m 2 (12.02.2008)

*  3. 29.02.2008

Borni W m 3 (15.02.2008)    VS   Jubo Akados  W m 4 (15.02.2008)

#  4. 29.02.2008

CYAT W m 5 (16.02.2008)  VS    Martin Hall   W m 6 (16.02.2008)

Semi Finals

+  1. 04.03.2008
Hashnabad    W: QF 1 (27.02.2008) VS
DMB
     W: QF 2 (28.02.2008)

+  2. 05.03.2008
Jubo Akados W: QF 3 (29.02.2008) VS
CYAT    W: QF 4 (29.02.2008)

Final Match

* 08.03.2008
W: SF 1 (04.03.2008)
      VS

     W: SF 2 (05.03.2008)

The final match was held on 11 March, inaugurated by Rev. Fr. Bokul S. Rozario, CSC, the Vice Principal of Notre Dame College. Hashnabad Jopo Mala Rani Shongho and CYAT (Catholic Youth Association of Tejgaon) fought to secure the first place. At the end, it was Hashnabad to smile with a Five Wicket Victory over the CYAT.  Sujit Gomes and Roxy Gomes of Hashnabad were declared respectively the Man of Match and the Man of the Tournament. Don’t Mind Boys was honored with the trophy of the Fair Play Team.

His Excellency Bishop Theotonius Gomes, CSC distributed the trophy and other prizes to the winners as the Chief Guest.

Notre Dame College, Martin Hall, Mathis House and the Executive Committee of the Episcopal Commission for Youth were ever ready to assist the Fourth Christian National Cricket Tournament 2008 organizing committee. And everybody could see a happy end of the Tournament. (Thanks to Fr. Father Patrick S. Gomes, Secretary of EC – for Youth

Marriage Encounter

Discernment of New Ecclesial Team Couple: Discernment for a new Ecclesial Couple took place on Friday March 28, 2008 at CBCB Centre to replace Mr. Mathew and Ms. Anjoli Mendez. They had completed their three years as National Ecclesial Team Couple of Worldwide Marriage Encounter Bangladesh. Two Couples were candidates to be National Ecclesial Couple. They are Mr. Arun Francis & Ms. Philomena Rozario and Mr. Bejoy James & Ms. Hashi Maria Rozario. Mr. & Ms. Mathew and Anjoli and Fr. Shorot F. Gomes conducted the discernment process. The discernment took place in a very congenial atmosphere. Mr. Arun Francis & Ms. Philomena Rozario are discerned for next three years along with Fr. Shorot F. Gomes. It may be mentioned that Fr. Shorot started to work with the couples as ecclesial priest since 2006. Fr. Amol D’Cruze also worked in the marriage encounter for one year. 

Transmission of Responsibility: Transmission took place on April 12, 2008 at CBCB Centre. On this day Mr. & Ms. Mathew and Anjoli Mendez handed over their responsibility to Mr. & Ms. Arun Francis and Philomena Rozario. This formed the new Ecclesial Team with Mr. & Ms. Arun Francis and Philomena Rozario with Fr. Shorot F. Gomes. Transmission took place in the presence of many encountered couples, priests and religious. The transmission ceremony included prayers, scripture reading, address of honor by Fr. Shorot F. Gomes, Mr. Arun Francis and Ms. Philomena Rozario, Mr. Mathew and Ms. Anjoli Mendez, Mr. Clement and Ms. Sushoma Rozario and Sr. Pauline Nadeau CSC.

Board of Editors:

Fr. Anton Rex OMI, Mr. Atul Francis Sarkar, Mr. Raphael Palma, Fr. Subroto B. Gomes

