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EDITORIAL
We are well aware of the fact that communion and harmony among peoples of the earth is the desire of our Heavenly Father. All peoples and cultures, and in a special way all religions are called to desire, strive for, bring about and live in that communion and harmony in peace. WE are all agents in the vineyard of the Lord. 

The five day visit (April 25-29) of Cardinal Jean-Louis Tauran, President of the Pontifical Council for Inter-religious Dialogue to Bangladesh was an occasion of fostering that communion and harmony. His hectic schedules included: visit to the Holy Spirit Major Seminary, Baitul Mukarram Complex, Senate Bhavan Auditorium of Dhaka University, Bangabandhu International Conference Centre, Meeting with the Leader of Opposition, Begum Khaleda Zia, Pope’s Day Celebration at the Nunciature, Luncheon with the selected number of Editors of the Dailies, Meeting at the CBCB secretariat with the Bishops, Major Superiors, Episcopal Commission Secretaries, Meeting with the Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, Meeting with the President Zillur Rahman. There was a solemn Eucharistic Celebration at Tejgaon followed by reception and dinner at the Archbishop’s House.

Inter-religious dialogue is oriented towards the common finding and recognizing of truth. Genuine dialogue requires our speaking with integrity about ourselves and our faith. More importantly, it demands a deep listening to each other and, moreover, listening not to our explanations of the doctrine we hold, but to each other’s stories and to what lies in each other’s hearts. The aim of inter-religious dialogue is to grow in mutual understanding, respect, empathy and tolerance. It is to break down barriers of suspicion and mistrust, resentment and misunderstanding. It is to expose and root out our biases and prejudices. It is to foster harmony in our communities and to advance collaboration in meeting human growth both local and global leaves. Through these dialogues we have unity without unanimity, and diversity without division. This is how we create in the heart of every individual a place for every one.

Inter-religious dialogue is a part of the Church’s evangelizing mission. As Pope Paul VI said in one of the inter-religious meetings that “Let us meet, not in building of stones and bricks but as pilgrims set out to find God.” Pope Benedict XVI invites “all religious people to view dialogue not only as a means of enhancing mutual understanding but also as a way to serving society at large.” The speech of Cardinal Tauran was the main event held at Bangabandhu International Conference Centre on Inter-religious dialogue, the source of harmony, unity and the good of society. Cardinal Tauran not only enlightened the audience with his meaningful words but conveyed the assurance of the prayers and blessings of Pope Benedict XVI for all of us here in Bangladesh.
Canonical Possession as Coadjutor Archbishop and Reception 
The Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI has appointed Bishop Patrick D’Rozario CSC of Chittagong as Coadjutor Archbishop of Dhaka Archdiocese on November 25, 2010. It was announced in Rome and in CBCB Centre. An impressive Holy Eucharistic Celebration was arranged for canonical possession of Coadjutor Archbishop Patrick D’Rozario followed by reception and dinner on January 25, 2011 at St. Mary’s Cathedral, Ramna. Archbishop Joseph Marino, all the Bishops of Bangladesh, Msgr. Mark Kadima, priests and religious of Dhaka Archdiocese and a few priests from Chittagong diocese, a significant number of faithful attended the ceremony. Archbishop Paulinus Costa presided over the mass and also delivered a homily. In his homily Archbishop Costa said that Dhaka is the centre of the Catholic Church in Bangladesh and the Archbishop of Dhaka has to maintain good relationship with the government, leaders of the other Churches, leaders of the Catholic Church and the politicians. And he emphasized that it was a very challenging task. Archbishop Costa urged the Coadjutor Archbishop to take this undaunted tas with courage. 
A reception was accorded to him after the Eucharistic celebration. Advocate Promode Mankhin, Honorable State Minister for Cultural Affairs was present and spoke on that occasion. Other Christian leaders, Bishops, priests, religious too were present in this remarkable event. 

Brief life-sketch of Coadjutor Archbishop Patrick D’Rozario CSC
Birth place: Padrishibpur

Date of Birth: October 1, 1943

School: Padrishibpur Primary and High School

College: Notre Dame College

Philosophy & Theology: Christ the King Seminary, Karachi, Pakistan

Final Profession: January 8, 1971

Ordained to Priesthood: October 8, 1972

Higher Studies: University of Louvein, Belgium 

Appointment as Bishop of Rajshahi: May 21, 1990

Consecrated Bishop of Rajshahi: September 12, 1990

Appointment as Bishop of Chittagong: February 3, 1995

Installation as Bishop of Chittagong: April 21, 1995

Appointment as Coadjutor Archbishop: November 25, 2010

Before his appointment as Bishop of Rajshahi in 1990, Bishop Patrick D’Rozario CSC worked in the parish for a few years (Pastor at Padrishibpur Church and Barisal Catholic Church), Assistant Director at Holy Cross Scholasticate at Notre Dame College (1976 – 1980) and taught Moral Theology at the Holy Spirit Major Seminary (1976 – 1982). Bishop Patrick was the founding Director of the Pastoral and Retreat Centre at Barisal. While teaching in the Major Seminary he was the Dean of Studies and founding Editor of Prodipon, theological and pastoral review. Bishop Rozario CSC was installed as Bishop of Chittagong in April 21, 1995. 

At present Bishop Patrick D’Rozario CSC is the Vice President of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Bangladesh (CBCB), Chairman of the Catholic Education Board and the Chairman of the Episcopal Commission for Laity. 

St. Andre Bessette 

Andre Bessette, the “Miracle Man of Montreal” and a member of the Congregation of Holy Cross was canonized by His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI in a touching ceremony that took place in Rome on October 17, 2010.
The Members of the Holy Cross Family (Priests, Brothers and Sisters) in Bangladesh expressed their deep joy and gratitude to God for this great gift of the first saint to the Congregation in a ceremony held in February 16 – 18, 2011 at Holy Rosary Church, Tejgaon. The first day celebration included adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, sharing on the life of St. Andre Bessette and Holy Eucharist presided over by Fr. Frank Quinlivan CSC. The second day celebration included witness of the participants of two celebrations in Rome and Montreal, video presentations and Holy Eucharistic presided over by Most Rev. Theotonius Gomes CSC. The third day celebration was Holy Eucharist presided over by Most Rev. Paulinus Costa, followed by a few talks and lunch. All the Bishops of Bangladesh, priests, religious and a good number of faithful were present on the last day of the celebration.  

Death of Bishop Francis A. Gomes

Bishop Francis A. Gomes, Bishop Emeritus of Mymensingh Catholic Diocese died on February 17, 2011 at 9:30 PM at the Bishop’s House in Mymensingh. He was born on April 10, 1931 at Rangamatia. He attended his elementary school at Rangamatia Mission Primary School and joined the Little Flower Seminary, Bandura. Later the whole family moved to Mathurapur in Pabna. He passed SSC from Bandura Holy Cross High School, HSC from St. Gregory’s College (now Notre Dame College), Philosophy and Theology from Urbania University, Rome. He was ordanied on December 20, 1959 in Rome. After his ordination he served at Baromari Catholic Church, Biroidakuni Catholic Church, Mugaipar Catholic Church, Bhabarpara Catholic Church, Bandura Little Flower Seminary, St. Joseph’s Intermediate Seminary, Holy Spirit Major Seminary. He rendered services to the Church and its people for 51 years. He spent a good number of years in the formation of the seminarians. Late Bishop Francis was a very spiritual, humble, docile and charitable man. He contributed a lot for the liberation war in 1971. At that remarkable moment he supplied chair, table and other furniture for use when the government was formed in Mujibnagor in 1971. His contributions are also recognized by the government of Bangladesh. He became the first Bishop of Mymensingh Catholic Diocese on September 8, 1987. He has served the local Church very sincerely and faithfully. He retired on August 31, 2006 and was living and was living at the premise of the Bishop’s House. He suffered from paralysis for the last three years and succumbed to death on February 17. The funeral was held on 19 February at 10:00 AM at the Cathedral. All the Bishops of Bangladesh, priests, religious and a good number of faithful were present to pray for him at the funeral mass. Some government officials and political leaders were also present who spoke highly of him appreciating his greatness during the eulogy. 
Annual Assembly of the Episcopal Bodies

Like other years in the past the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Bangladesh (CBCB) had Annual Assembly with the Episcopal Bodies on February 25, 2011 at the CBCB Centre. All the Bishops, secretary/director of the Episcopal Bodies and one representative of the affiliated desk or one member of each Episcopal Body (altogether 37) were present in the assembly. Coadjutor Archbishop Patrick D’Rozario CSC was garlanded as he attended the assembly for the first time after announcement of his appointment as Coadjutor Archbishop of Dhaka. Activity reports of each body with the main discussion in the meeting (action plan for the EC/EO, training/formation courses, publication, evaluation of EC/EO activities), description of yearly activities (plan undertaken, achievements: national and diocesan levels, seminar: local and abroad, publications), recommendation/follow up of the plan, problem encountered and solution envisioned and plan of action for the coming year were to the CBCB Secretariat. The CBCB Coordinating Committee summarized the reports and prepared a multi media presentation. 

Episcopal Bodies: Related to Apostolates are:

EC – for Liturgy and Prayer, EC – for Catechetics and Biblical Apostolate, EC – for Family Life, EC – for Christian Education, EC – for Health Care, EC – for Justice and Peace, EC – for Christian Unity and Inter-religious Dialogue, EC – for Social Communication. 

Episcopal Bodies: Related to Persons are:
EC – for Youth, EC – for Laity, EC – for Clergy and Religious, EC – for Seminary

Episcopal Bodies: Related to Organization

EO – Caritas Bangladesh, EO – for Proclamation and Pontifical Mission Societies

After reporting of each section, open discussion took place. At the end of discussion a few priorities were determined and all were urged to take steps to implement the priorities in their respective Episcopal Bodies. Concept Paper of the Pastoral Plan of the CBCB, Pastoral Care to the Migrants, Catholic Nursing School, Pastoral Care to the Nurses and Nuns at Kumudini Hospital, Liturgical Rites: proper guidelines for liturgy, Responsible Laity, Missionary formation of the Priests and Religious, Mysticism, Care to the HIV AIDS victim, Social Doctrine of the Church, Work of Charity etc. 
Orientation Program for EC – for Laity
Episcopal Commission for Laity organized a half day orientation program on the three year pastoral plan for the commission members of the laity and representatives of the desk under EC – for Laity on March 10, 2011 at CBCB Centre. Altogether 25 participated in that program. Archbishop Patrick D’Rozario CSC conducted the orientation program stating that in order to focus better on the promotion of Basic Christian Communities as ‘New Way of Being Church’, the Bishops proposed a 3-year (2011 – 2013) Pastoral Plan for the Church in Bangladesh. Each year will have a specific issue on basic aspects of life, but the focal point for discussion and implementation will be the small community and the family. The yearly specific issues are: a) In 2011: Basic Religio-Cultural aspects of the country and of the people, with special reference to Climate Change; b) In 2012: Basic Social way of Life, namely Small Christian Communities and the family; and c) In 2013: Our mission to serve others. 

YCS Animators’ Training Program

Episcopal Commission for Youth arranged a training program for the animators of YCS at CBCB Centre on March 16 – 20, 2011. 30 animators attended this program all from six dioceses. The subject matters and resource persons were: History of YCS (Promit Rozario, Boni Palma, Shawon Gomes); Role of Chaplain and Animators (Fr. Stanley C. Costa); Spirituality of YCS (Fr. Patrick S. Gomes); Philosophy and Methodology of YCS (Bro. Leo J. Pereira CSC); Cell Meeting (Sr. Christina Murmu & Fr. Patrick S. Gomes); How to make the Cell Meeting alive (Tony Wilson D’Costa); Who are Animators and their role (Fr. Patrick S. Gomes); Quiz competition and Planning (Fr. Liton H. Gomes and Rock Ronald Rozario).
Cardinal Tauran’s visit to Bangladesh

His Eminence Cardinal Jean-Louis Tauran, President of the Pontifical Council for Inter-religious Dialogue arrived in Bangladesh on Easter Monday April 24, 2011 for a five day visit. His gracious presence was an occasion to bring greater unity and harmony between the Muslims and Christian Communities in Bangladesh. During his visit he had a hectic schedule with lot of activities. 
April 25, Monday, 2011

08:30 A.M.
Arrival at the Airport, VIP lounge and then to the Nunciature

03:30 P.M.
Visit to the Holy Spirit Major Seminary and address to the students and professors
05:00 P.M.
Consecration of the Chapel of the Nunciature, Mass with the Archbishops 

                       and Bishops followed by dinner

April 26, Tuesday, 2011

09:00 A.M.
Visit to Baitul Mukkaram Mosque

12:30 P.M. 
Meeting with the selected number of Editors and lunch at the Nunciature

04:30 P.M.
International Dialogue Seminar at Dhaka University, Senate Bhavan

The Centre for Inter-religious and Inter Cultural Dialogue (CIID) of the Department of World Religions and Culture of the University of Dhaka and Episcopal Commission for Christian Unity and Inter-religious Dialogue jointly organized an International Seminar at the Nabab Nawab Ali Chowdhury Senate Bhavan Auditorium, University of Dhaka. Professor A A M S Arefin Siddique, Vice-Chancellor of University of Dhaka inaugurated the seminar. Most Rev. Bejoy D’Cruze OMI, Bishop of Khulna welcomed the guests, while Professor Kazi Nurul Islam, Director of CIID presided over the session. Cardinal Jean-Louis Tauran, President of the Pontifical Council for Inter-religious Dialogue graced the occasion as the chief guest. Most Rev. Joseph Marino, Apostolic Nuncio to Bangladesh, Most Rev. Paulinus Costa, Archbishop of Dhaka; Professor Syed Anwar Hossain, Editor of the Daily Sun and Professor Aminul Islam, President of Bangladesh Philosophical Association were special guests. On this meomorable occasion Cardinal Tauran talked about “The Role of Religions in Establishing Peaceful Conviviality in the midst of Diversity. 

07:30 P.M.
Dinner with the Ambassadors of Muslim Countries at the Nunciature

April 27, Wednesday, 2011

09:00 A.M.
Main Event: Conference on Inter-religious dialogue at Bangabandhu 

                                             International Conference Centre, Agargaon, Dhaka. 
(A Conference was held at Bangabandhu International Conference Centre, Dhaka with the theme Inter-religious Dialogue and Harmony. Honorable State Minister for Religious Affairs, State Minister for Cultural Affairs, Chief Information Commissioner, Diplomats, Archbishops, Bishops, Religious Leaders from different Religions gave their presentations on this timely topic. A large cross-section of people also attended the conference. The Conference began with recitation from the Holy Quran, the Holy Gita, the Holy Tripitok, the Holy Bible. A short film on the activities of inter-religious ministry in Bangladesh was shown on the big screen. Speakers from different Religions were: Swami Niranjjan Moharaj of Ramkrishna Mission, His Holiness Suddhananda Mahathero, Shamim Mohammed Afzal of Islamic Foundation, Most Rev. Theotonius Gomes CSC, Auxiliary Bishop of Dhaka. Guests of Honor were: Ambassador (Rtd) Muhammad Zamir, Chief Information Commissioner of the Government of People’s Republic of Bangladesh, Advocate Promode Mankhin MP, Honorable State Minister, Ministry of Cultural Affairs, Advocate Md. Shahjahan Mian MP, Honorable State Minister, Ministry of Religious Affairs, Archbishop Joseph Marino, Apostolic Nuncio to Bangladesh, Archbishop Paulinus Costa of Dhaka Archdiocese, Bishop Bejoy D’Cruze OMI of Khulna Diocese and Chairman of Episcopal Commission for Inter-religious Dialogue and Vote of thanks by Bishop Moses Costa CSC of Dijnapur Diocese. Words of welcome were given by Archbishop Patrick D’Rozario CSC, Coadjutor Archbishop of Dhaka and keynote address by His Eminence Cardinal Jean-Louis Tauran, President of the Pontifical Council for Inter-religious Dialogue. 

Cardinal Tauran shared his reflections about inter-religious dialogue, the source of harmony, unity and the good of society. Cardinal began his speech saying that “Bangladesh must be considered as an example of how it is possible for people of different religions to live together, cooperate with one another and simply be together.” Moreover religion is not used as an excuse for hatred, discrimination, violence or conflict. The founding fathers of this nation envisioned a pluralistic society, with a spirit of openness, based on the fundamental right of religious freedom. Therefore inter-religious dialogue should be understood as an essential ingredient in preserving a pluralistic society by allowing religion, or other religions, to be present and active in the very soul of the nation. Inter-religious dialogue appears to be an element of harmonious relationship of different religions and spiritualities, because inter-religious dialogue takes as its starting point not a relationship between institutions of religions, but people who believe differently. The starting point is not necessarily theological, doctrinal or institutional, and its goal is certainly not the conversion of the other to my religion. Cardinal Tauran said that inter-religious dialogue in Asia, and in particular Bangladesh, should have a special place, not necessarily due to problems or terrible conflicts, although in some places that may be the case, but because there exists a true “primacy of God” in the very heart of the society.  

05:00 P.M.
Meeting with the Honorable Former Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia

06:30 P.M.
Pope’s Day celebration at the Nunciature


April 28, Thursday, 2011

08:30 A.M.
Meeting with the Bishops, Major Superiors, Executive Secretary of

                       Episcopal Commissions, Members of Dialogue Commission at CBCB Centre
10:30 A.M.
Meeting with the Honorable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina met Cardinal Jean-Louis Tauran, President of the Pontifical Council for Inter-religious Dialogue at her Office and she mentioned enthusiastically said that “communal harmony is prevailing in the country as people of all religions living here are enjoying equal rights.”
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina told the special envoy of the Pope Benedict XVI that apart from ensuring religious fraternity among the people, the government is working relentlessly also to ensure people’s access to quality education and health services. Hasina recalled her meeting with Pope Benedict XVI last year in the Vatican City. The special envoy appreciated the prime minister for her visionary leadership in upholding religious harmony and in other socio-economic sectors. Cardinal Jean-Louis Tauran termed Bangladesh as an ideal country of religious harmony and peace. Ambassador at Large M. Ziauddin, Press Secretary to the Prime Minister Abul Kalam Azad, Most. Rev. Joseph Marino, Most Rev. Paulinus Costa, Most Rev. Patrick D’Rozario, Most Rev. Bejoy D’Cruze OMI, Fr. James Cruze CSC, Major General (Retd) John Gomes were present among others in the meeting. 

12:30 P.M.
Meeting with the Honorable President Zillur Rahman
04:00 P.M.
Holy Eucharistic Celebration at Tejgaon followed by a reception

07:30 P.M.
Dinner at the Archbishop’s House, Ramna

April 29, Friday, 2011

07:30 A.M.
Departure from the Nunciature for Rome. 

Bishop Moses appointed Bishop of Chittagong

Pope Benedict XVI has appointed Bishop Moses Costa CSC of Dinajpur as the new Bishop of Chittagong on April 6, 2011. It was announced in Vatican and from the Bishop Houses in Bangladesh. He is filling up the position of Bishop Patrick D’Rozario CSC, who had been appointed the Coadjutor Archbishop of Dhaka on November 25, 2010. Bishop Moses Costa CSC served Dinajpur diocese for 15 years which is in the north-east of Bangladesh, with a Catholic population of about 42,000 among indigenous communities of Shantals, Oraons, Mahalis, Mundaris, Malos and Mal Paharis besides the Bengali community. 

His newly-designated Diocese of Chittagong in the south-east of Bangladesh has a Catholic population of about 33,000 among Bengalis, English speaking community and indigenous communities of Marmas, Tripuras and Bawms. 

Bishop Moses Costa CSC was born in Toomilia on November 17, 1950, was ordained priest on February 5, 1981 and consecrated Bishop of Dinajpur on September 6, 1996. His installation was held on May 27, 2011 in Chittagong. A hearty welcome was given to  Bishop Moses Costa CSC upon his arrival on May 26 afternoon at the Cathedral Parish, Chittagong with guard of honor, washing of feet and a prayer service.

Installation ceremony was held at St. Placid’s High School premise on May 27. All the Bishops of Bangladesh (except Bishop Gervas who was out of the country for a seminar) and Most. Rev. Joseph Marino, Apostolic Nuncio to Bangladesh, priests, religious and a good number of faithful were present. In the beginning of the Eucharist, 14 candles were lit representing 14 parishes of the diocese. Bishop Moses Costa CSC presided over the Eucharistic Celebration and gave the homily. In his homily he referred to the special readings of the occasion where Solomon asked for loving heart and wisdom to lead his people. On the other hand, Peter acknowledged his fidelity and love to Jesus and accepted the important responsibility. On this auspicious occasion Bishop Moses Costa asked for that kind of loving heart and wisdom that Solomon asked for and fidelity and love to Jesus like Peter to lead His people of Chittagong. Bishop Moses Costa also mentioned about the prospect of evangelization in the hill districts, active participation of laity in the Church, inter religious dialogue and solidarity in the diocese, presence of the English speaking community which he considers as strength and inspiration for his ministry in the diocese. 

A civic reception was given to Bishop Moses Costa in the afternoon. Monjural Alam, Mayor of Chittagong City Corporation was also present. The Mayor congratulated the newly installed Bishop on behalf of the City Corporation and assured him all possible cooperation in discharging his Epicopal ministry for more than three crore people (including the non Christian) in Chittagong. 

Meeting of Ecclesiastical Matrimonial Tribunal Ministry
A meeting on Ecclesiastical Matrimonial Tribunal Ministry was held at CBCB Centre on May 10, 2011. Altogether 23 from the dioceses attended in the meeting. The inaugural talk was given by Fr. Proshanto T. Rebeiro, Chancellor of Dhaka Archdiocese and former Judicial Vicar. In his talk Fr. Proshanto said that “the tribunal is the protector and shelter of justice.” He also mentioned about other needs of the tribunal to make it functional. Other talks were given by Archbishop Paulinus Costa and Bishop Gervas Rozario, moderators of inter diocesan ecclesiastical matrimonial tribunal i.e.. In their talks they high lighted the need of marriage tribunal and asked the tribunal officials to be more committed to the work of the tribunal. Bishop Theotonius Gomes CSC spoke on overall tribunal ministry and present marriage complications in Bangladesh.

Keynote address was delivered by Fr. Mintu L. Palma, Judicial Vicar. Fr. Mintu Palma said that marriage tribunal ministry is one of the most important aspects in the pastoral ministry in the diocese. He explained pastoral and canonical objectives of the tribunal, inter-diocesan tribunal in the Church of Bangladesh, management and operation of the tribunal, the structural and functional aspects of the tribunal, some basic concerns with the case and some basic significant needs of the tribunal. Later on open discussion took place. It was decided to form an association of Canon Lawyers in Bangladesh who will meet a few times in a year to discuss and update their knowledge and capacity of dealing with marriage cases. Marriage tribunal officials will be also invited at least once a year in the meeting of the Canon Lawyers. 
International Congress on Justice and Globalization
An international congress on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of Mater Et Magistra with the theme Justice and Globalization: From Mater Et Magistra to Caritas in Veritate was held in Rome on May 16 – 18, 2011. Bishop Gervas Rozario of Rajahahi Diocese and Chairman of Episcopal Commission for Justice and Peace and Mr. Akhila D’Rozario, Director of Disaster Management and Development of Caritas Bangladesh attended the Congress from Bangladesh. The theme of the first day program was New Evangelization of Society: The Role of the Social Doctrine of the Church, the second day’s program Man and his Environment: Justice and Politics, the third day’s program The Church’s Social Doctrine: Experimentation and Good Practices. The group also met with the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI. 

Seminar for Bishops of Asia

FABC – Office of Clergy organized a seminar for Bishops of Asia on “Bishop as Father, Brother and Friend of Priests” from May 16 – 21, 2011 at the Assumption University, Bangkok, Thailand. Archbishop Patrick D’Rozario CSC and Bishop Bejoy D’Cruze OMI attended this seminar. Archbishop Patrick D’Rozario CSC was one of the panel members of one of the sessions. Altogether 45 Bishops from 8 member countries of FABC gathered there. Bishop Vianney Fernando and Fr. Lawrence Pinto, Chairman and Executive Secretary of FABC Office of the Clergy were among the organizers. The participanting Bishops found the theme relevant, inspiring and challenging for their ministry in Asian context. 

The objectives of the seminar were: to discuss and reflect deeply on the Ministry and Mission of the Bishop as the Shepherd of his flock, with the collaboration of priests; to enhance his awareness of his own sanctity in order to be an example to his priests and the faithful of his diocese; to help reflect deeply on his significant role as the Father, Brother and Friend of his priests as Servant Leader in Christ. 

During the seminar the following challenges and difficulties in the Episcopal ministry were identified: pressure of work, loneliness, and inadequate material and non-material resources, the tension between the educated-alert laity vis-a-vis the less talented/educated clergy in some areas; the challenge of science and technology; inability to cope with the rapid pace of modern life. The demands of inter-religious dialogue, fundamentalism, terrorism, etc. there are also difficulties faced in efforts towards inculturation: local culture vis-a-vis monoculture/westernization, impact of materialism, consumerism, hedonism, ecology, media, hunger, poverty and disease. 

Based on the insights gained from the seminar, the Bishops realize that as part of on-going formation they are to be Father, Brother and Friend to the priests and thus, as explained by Blessed Pope John Paul II in Pastores Gregis (2003), emerge as a servant of the gospel for the hope of the world. (Source: Final Statement of the Seminar in courtesy of Bishop Bejoy D’Cruze omi).
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